Animals may be able to assess the quality of other individuals by using information contained in single or multiple traits. We investigated the honesty of the information potentially conveyed through different elements of the tail of the black-billed magpie, Pica pica, which develops in a similar way in both sexes while still in the nest. Variability and age and sex dimorphism were all higher for tail features than for other morphological characters. Tail length of first-year males and females was negatively correlated with the number of feathers with fault bars, which may reflect stressful environmental conditions during feather growth in the nest. Adult males may indicate current body condition through overall tail expression, while the current condition of adult females may be signalled by indicators of stressful environmental conditions during feather growth in the previous year, although both these correlations were weak. Tail length correlated negatively with testes volume of first years, and tails tended to be less damaged in both first-year and adult males with large testes. First-year males that had reached sexual maturity had shorter tails than those that had not. There was no association between parasitism and tail expression, but tail length was positively related to spleen size in first-year males. This study provides evidence that multiple information about individual quality may be conveyed by different features of the tail in ways that vary in different age and sex classes.
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The full expression and maintenance of traits that indicate phenotypic or genotypic quality may need to be costly to maintain their reliability (Zahavi 1975; Grafen 1990) . Quality-indicating traits may also entail costs because they are informative (Hasson 1991 (Hasson , 1997 . In both cases the benefits bestowed by the individuals receiving the information must be sufficiently great to compensate for costs in the senders' fitness (Hasson 1997). These costly traits may be elaborated beyond honesty and therefore they may become evolved 'signals' that do not provide any survival advantage (Hasson 1997) . Other traits that provide information about quality may not be evolved signals. These traits, termed 'cues', are environmentally constrained and variations in their expression are purely phenotypic, so they may be fundamentally 'revealing indicators' of quality (Hasson 1997) . Both signals and cues may be present in single individuals in the form of different quality-indicating traits (Hasson 1991 (Hasson , 1997 , probably functioning to communicate multiple information efficiently (Møller & Pomiankowski 1993; Hasson 1997) . Many traits, however, may not function in the signalling of individual quality (Møller & Pomiankowski 1993) , and often only one of the multiple traits in an individual reliably indicates quality (Møller & Pomiankowski 1993) . Multiple nonfunctional traits may, however, be maintained for some time if they are not particularly costly, especially in polygynous taxa where males do not provide parental care; in contrast multiple traits could not evolve in monogamous taxa with costly parental care (Møller & Pomiankowski 1993) . In socially monogamous species where the quality of both parents influences their reproductive success, the use of the same trait to convey information by both sexes can account for monomorphic traits (Jones & Hunter 1993) . This pattern exists in many monogamous organisms but it has received much less attention than characters expressed mainly in males, particularly among birds (Andersson 1994; Amundsen 2000) .
Species with single rather than multiple qualityindicating traits may, a priori, convey a lesser amount or diversity of valuable information. However, a single trait could evolve without losing potential multiple
